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Located within an area
designated an
Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty
• The villages need to adapt and change to reflect the changing world. Equally though,
Brenchley & Matfield have a remarkable character and scenic beauty and any
development must be sympathetic to these surroundings.
• Both villages are conservation areas and contain many listed buildings.
• Matfield has the largest village green in Kent, which is well used by local people and
visitors for recreation and enjoyment of the open public space.
• Matfield is a rural village idyll which was voted Kent village of the year in 2010.
• It is important to maintain this sense of rural identity for both villages with their direct
connection to the immediately surrounding countryside.

Traffic Congestion

• The existing road network feeding the villages is already seeing increased volumes of
traffic to the detriment of rural life and safety for residents.
• There is already an issue with too many lorries and cars speeding through the village
• Any new development needs to be located where it will have minimal impact on
communities where existing road infrastructure won’t adequately cope with increased
traffic.
• This would support greater emphasis for any significant new housing to be located
either where it can be directly served by the new A21 dual carriageway trunk road
(E.G At Kippings Cross or North Farm) or where there is an established strong rail
connection, (E.G At Paddock Wood). In this way adverse impact on rural communities
can be minimised.

Sustainable
Development
• Public Transport – The bus route through Matfield is poor, there would need to be more
peak-time shuttle buses operating particularly connecting to Tunbridge Wells, Paddock
Wood and Tonbridge. More frequent buses during peak times could reduce the volume
of car traffic.
• Significant new housing developments should be located where direct access to A21 or
A228 is possible, to minimise increased traffic on unsuitable minor rural roads.
• Any low volume, low density development that needs to be accommodated within
Brenchley & Matfield, should be split proportionately between the villages, taking into
account existing local amenities.
• New development needs to consider the availability of local employment, shops,
schooling and public services. Some in-filling of under-used central village sites could be
possible if adequate and direct access to the B2160 Maidstone Road or Brenchley Road is
achievable.

Sympathetic
Development
• Any additional development within or on the fringes of the village, must respect the
character of the village and not be dis-proportionate the village in scale.
• Both villages are very popular tourist destinations on account of their character and
charm, any additional development should seek to minimise any adverse impact.
• The “Call for Sites” has identified a great many sites surrounding Matfield, development
of which would be particularly detrimental to the rural identity and scale of the village.
Whilst some additional building has to be accepted, it should not extend beyond the
current developed village boundaries.
• Derelict/Unused Agricultural or Commercial Buildings – Brownfield Sites - The priority
should be to try and preserve business/employment in the village and surrounding area
where possible. However, where there are agricultural or industrial buildings which are
obsolete to modern farming methods and are no longer viable for agricultural or
commercial use, consideration should be given to conversion to residential, commercial
or business use.

Existing Commercial
Premises

• Matfield has recently seen the loss of a convenience store, a hairdressers and
public house. It is now served only by one shop, one public house and one
restaurant. The hairdressers (which used to be the village post office), in a listed
building, has been converted back to residential use which is the loss of an
amenity for the village. The same could happen to the former Wheelwrights
public house. Planners should be discouraged from giving consent to return rural
commercial premises to residential. The Wheelwrights has the potential to be a
valuable and thriving community coffee shop/café.
• Brenchley has lost 2 village centre pubs in recent years, it now has the sole
remaining permanent post office & newsagent/convenience store, butchers shop
and a doctor’s surgery.
• The loss of business uses should be avoided and new complementary and
sustainable development of appropriate scale for the villages encouraged.

Better links between
Matfield & Brenchley

• Matfield and Brenchley each have vibrant local communities, with very good
sporting and schooling facilities (for under 11s) in Brenchley. The 2 villages very
much exist as one community.
• One improvement that would be beneficial for continuing this joint community,
would be better physical link between the two villages.
• The road between the villages is already quite busy with no footpath and is not
particularly safe with increased traffic flows, for walking between.
• There is a well-used cross-country footpath, which could be improved by making
it into a cycle way, by some localised modifications and aggregate surfacing to
make it a dedicated cycle friendly route for off-road bikes. This would create a
traffic-free safe route between the villages to further improve connectivity
between the 2 villages.

